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	The wire explores snitching and how individuals do so within organizations that they belong to. The first instance of snitching in The Wire comes immediately. William Gant, identifies D’Angelo Barksdale, a lieutenant in the Barksdale drug organization, at his murder trial. Gant ends up dead days later. Detective Jimmy McNulty tells Judge Phelan about Gant’s death and the Barksdale organization. McNulty starts an investigation by breaking chain of command.
	“Bubbles”, a heroin abuser, agrees to be an informant for Detective Kima Greggs as revenge for his friend Johnny’s beating. The police rely on Bubbles throughout the course of the investigation. Johnny criticizes Bubbles for his involvement with the police.
	After Orlando, the Barksdales’ clean front, is arrested on drug charges, the police use him to get the Barksdales. Their plan backfires. He is killed and Greggs is severely injured.
	Wallace, a Barksdale employee, talks to the police after the Barksdales kill and mutilate Brandon. The police put Wallace in his grandmother’s home on the Eastern Shore. He comes back and is killed for snitching. D’Angelo talks to the police after he learns of Wallace’s murder. He gives up key players in the Barksdale organization, but then later decides not to talk.


	Now in prison, Avon sets up a security guard to give poisoned drugs to inmates. He then informs the prison in order to get a reduced sentence.
	Police start asking questions when they find dead girls in a container taken off a ship in Baltimore Harbor. Sergi, Vondas, and The Greek, all part of a smuggling organization, interrogate a member of the crew who was supposed to look after the girls. Vondas gathers information from the crew member, then kills him.
	FBI Agent Terrence “Fitz” Fitzhugh agrees to help in the case against The Greeks. FBI Agent Koutris tells Fitz there is little in the file against them. Koutris then phones Vondas to let him know of the investigation.
	Frank Sobotka, the detail’s initial target, meets with police. He offers to fully cooperate if his son and nephew get leniency. He leaves when ASA Rhonda Pealman tells him to get a lawyer. Koutris learns of Frank’s  snitching.
	Nick, Frank’s nephew, encourages Frank to talk with Vondas rather than the police. Vondas kills Frank based on knowledge gained from Koutris. Nick talks to the police after his uncle is killed. He gives information about all of the Greeks, even their leader.


	Police Commissioner Burrell has dinner with Councilman Tommy Carcetti. Burrell reveals that Mayor Clarence Royce will not give him promised money for training new officers. Carcetti tells a reporter of the delayed training and fingers Royce.
	McNulty and Greggs hire Bubbles to check on the Barksdales. Johnny argues that informing for the police is wrong.
	Major Colvin pushes all drug traffickers to “Hamsterdam” where they will not be pursued by the law. Officers Herc, Carver and Colicchio staff Hamsterdam, and question its morality. When McNulty and Greggs learn of Hamsterdam, they also question its morality, but still no one alerts higher-ups of its existence. Even when a deacon of the church learns of Colvin’s operation he does not stop it. Carver moves a body to the outside of the zone. Herc calls the newspaper to inform about Hamsterdam. The reporter holds the story after talking with Colvin. Rawls and Burrell learn about Hamsterdam and inform the mayor. Royce tries to spin it into something politically positive.
	Stringer decides to be an informant for the police because he sees Avon destroying their organization. McNulty raids Avon’s wartime safe house based on this information and sends him back to prison.


	Randy Wagstaff tells Principal Donnelly that he knows about a murder when she finds out about his involvement in a “rape.” Randy then talks to Carver about the murder. Randy returns to school after Donnelly finds out the girl lied about the rape but students are suspicious. Randy unsuccessfully tries to sell candy to some younger students. One day, other students attack Randy because they know he is a snitch. Two men and throw Molotov cocktails through the window of Randy’s house, attempting to kill him. Instead, they only burn his foster mother.
	Mayor Carcetti asks Daniels about the state of the police department. Daniels does not shine a positive light on the day-to-day operations of the department, but will not criticize his superiors. Carcetti  becomes outraged when Daniels tells him that Burrell ordered police to increase arrests, exactly what Carcetti instructed him against.
	McNulty waits for Bodie to be released from jail after witnessing his arrest. Bodie gets into McNulty’s car as a Stanfield Lieutenant is going into jail. Frustrated with Marlo, Bodie agrees to give the police information about Marlo. Later that night, Bodie is killed by some of Marlo’s enforcers for talking with the police.


	McNulty finds stages homicide of a homeless man. He falsifies a connection between old cases involving homeless victims and fabricates a serial killer. McNulty does this in order to gain resources for the Stanfield investigation. Bunk wants no part of it but does not tell anyone of McNulty’s illegal actions.
	Scott Templeton, a writer for the Sun, continuously fabricates facts for stories. As his editor, Gus Haynes, becomes increasingly aware, he begins to collect evidence of Scott’s misconduct. When Gus informs his superiors of Scott’s misconduct, they are more interested in his Pulitzer quality work than the truth.
	McNulty includes Freamon in his conspiracy. When Herc gives Marlo's cell phone number to Carver, Carver delivers the number to Freamon. McNulty and Freamon obtain a wiretap after Templeton falsifies a call from the killer. Detective "Bunk" Moreland refuses to involve himself in the serial killer investigation, but also does not reveal the truth to anyone. When McNulty informs Greggs of the reality of the case, she quickly informs Daniels of his actions. Tommy Carcetti learns of McNulty’s fabrication and does not reveal the information to the public. Instead, when a copycat killer surfaces, he takes the fall for the whole fiasco.


	

